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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 22-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Raschbichler et al (US 5,370,059) in view of Raschbichler (US 4,665,329). 

Raschbichler et al discloses a track for a magnetically levitated vehicle. The rack 
is comprised of a carrier assembly 1 having downwardly extending support arms 1 1 . 
Stator assemblies are mounted on the support arms and the carriers by means of bolts 
threaded through the stator and anchored in the carrier. Each stator has a front and rear 
end that contours and mates with the ends of an adjacent stator assembly. Two 
different surfaces are shown on the stators to align them end to end. One stator has a 
flat rear end and a stepped front end to mate with an opposite stator as shown to the far 
left of figure 2. This allows for the cog teeth of the stators to continue to be properly 
spaced. Another stator assembly has a flat front end and a flat rear end as shown on 
the stator to the right of figure 2. This stator mates with other stator assemblies with like 
surfaces, again to endure the proper spacing of the cog teeth along the underside of the 
stator packets. 

Raschbichler et al ('590) discloses the stator packs and track elements as 
described above. However, Raschbichler et al ('590) does not specifically show a series 
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of contours and counter-contours at either end of the stator packet to facilitate the 
joining of two adjacent stator packets. Raschbichler ('329) discloses a stator packet 
having a recess at an end of the stator packet which mates with a tooth 21 at the end of 
an adjacent stator packet, joining the two together forming a continuous stator assembly 
for mounting to a track assembly. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to have used Raschbichler ('329) as a teaching to show that a stator packets, 
like that of Raschbichler et al ('059) can be outfitted with a contoured surface with the 
expected result of allowing the stator packets to be better connected and to better 
secure the parts together to insure that the magnetic energy is consistent through the 
track. 

Response to Arguments 

The arguments filed on August 6, 2008 have been considered and are 
persuasive in showing that the prior art of Raschbichler et al ('059) does not show 
contoured ends. The prior art of Raschbichler ('329) has been used as a teaching to 
show that contoured ends can be used on stator packets. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Raschbichler et al (US 5,850,794) and Heddrich et al (US 
6,889,616) both disclose types of track structures for magnetically levitated vehicles. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ROBERT J. MCCARRY JR whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-6683. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
7:00am to 3:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, S. Joseph Morano can be reached on (571) 272-6684. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IS. Joseph Morano/ /R. J. McCarry Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3617 Examiner, Art Unit 3617 

RJM 

November 18, 2008 



